
Certification

When the only tool you have is a hammer, a lot of your problems start 
looking like nails. For a long time, in the cocoa sector, it seemed like 
the only tool available to achieve sustainability was certification. With 
an increase in efforts, in data and research, and in actual experience, 
the sector now has a much wider range of interventions at its disposal. 
Additionally, the standard organisations are starting to diversify in their 
activities, becoming more involved in capacity building and advocacy. All 
standard organisations are deeply involved in the debate about a living 
income and conducting research on how to achieve it. 

The terms “certified cocoa” and “sustainable cocoa” are still often 
– mistakenly – used interchangeably, especially in ‘sustainability 
commitments’, such as those made by several national platforms and 
by major companies. Though certification can be an important step for 
companies in improving their supply chain, becoming sustainable will 
require a lot more, including joint efforts with other companies, as well as 
significant government involvement.
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