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Not only is it necessary to look at ways to influence farm gate prices to 
protect farmers from price shocks, it is also essential in increasing farm 
income in general. Even at the price levels of mid-2016, before the 
decline, most cocoa farmers did not earn a living income. 

Pay more 
Paying the farmers more is the fastest, most efficient, and simplest 
way to address insufficient income in the short term. This should start 
immediately; the effects of the price collapse will be too devastating 
otherwise. Obviously, this short-term measure must be coupled with 
other measures to avoid a long-term unintended negative consequence 
of increasing oversupply. Such measures are detailed extensively in this 
chapter. 

Anti-Trust
Making collective agreements on minimum price levels is against the 
law, but there are indicators that authorities would allow conversations to 
take place, provided they are meant to protect human rights and combat 
poverty. The ongoing discussion on living wage shows a way forward; 
the sector should agree on means of calculating what a living income 
should be, and should provide sufficient political will to make this the 
key metric. In the follow-up, every individual company could go and pay 
this reasonable price. This would be based on the decision of individual 
companies to adopt the results of the living income calculation, and not 
on a collective agreement.
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