
Developments 

Scale of efforts vs. scale of problem
One of the painful questions the cocoa sector has to ask itself is whether 
the sustainability efforts made in the past decade in the cocoa sector 
have led to actual impact. An even more painful question is, whether the 
scope of solutions is even in the ballpark of the scope of the problem. 
All indicators point to a lack of sector-wide ambition, and therefore a 
lack of urgency. If the cocoa sector continues with business as usual, it 
will be decades – if ever – before human rights are respected and the 
environment is protected.  

Scale of solutions vs. problem

Number of children in  
ICI CLMRS ambition for  
2020: 400,000

Number of farmers in 
CocoaAction ambition  
for 2020: 300,000

Current farmer income:   
$0.78

Number of children  
in cocoa in West Africa:

Number of farmers in  
Côte d’Ivôire and Ghana: 

Living income:   

18%

15%

31%

(Source ICI)

(Source CocoaAction)

(Source Fairtrade)
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